



Profile of Organizing Committee Members 
 
Oliver John Quintana is the Conference Director of the 
3rd Ateneo Korean Studies Conference. He graduated with an 
MA in International and Area Studies, with specialization in 
Indian and ASEAN socio-cultural studies, from the Hankuk 
University of Foreign Studies in Seoul, Korea. He is currently 
a lecturer at the Department of Political Science, Ateneo de 
Manila University teaching Philippine politics and Korea-
ASEAN Relations. His research interests include Southeast 
Asian politics and society, international relations, 
nationalism, and Korean history.  Mr. Quintana is the 
grandson of Ret. Col. Melecio S. Quintana (+), Korean war 
veteran and member of the 14th Battalion Combat Team 
(BCT).  
Sarah Domingo Lipura is the founding Director of the 
Korean Studies Program of Ateneo de Manila University, 
where she also teaches Korean Popular Culture and Korean 
Language. After she finished her fellowship in Korea as a 
Korea Foundation (KF) scholar in 2006, she immediately 
returned to the Philippines and has since then been actively 
involved in programs that promote exchanges between 
Filipinos and Koreans. Ms. Lipura has represented the 
Philippines in various academic fora on Korean Studies in the 
country and abroad and currently serves as the Regional 
President for the Philippines of the World Association for 
Hallyu Studies. She graduated from the University of the 
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Philippines with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science 
(cum laude) and a Master of Arts Degree in Asian Studies 
Major in Korea. Her research interests include the Political 
Economy of Hallyu, Philippines-Korea Diplomacy and Soft 
Power Appropriation by Developing Countries. 
Ma. Kristina Carla Rico  took up BA Linguistics and 
graduated Magna Cum Laude from University of the 
Philippines. She finished her MA in Korean Language and 
Literature at Kangwon National University. She is working as 
a Korean language lecturer in Ateneo de Manila University 
and University of the Philippines, Diliman. Her interests 
include literature, translation, language education and gender 
studies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
